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President’s Corner 
By Stephen Burns 


The God Whom We Serve 
Conference 2016 was a great week of Bible 
teaching, worship, missions updates, and awesome 
fellowship. Those who attended had the privilege 
of going to the VIP day at the new Ark Encounter. 
It was amazing! If you were unable to attend this 
year, know that you were missed. Every year the 
CGBCI family gathers together for a family reunion 
and when part of our family stays home, we lose 
out on your encouragement, love and fellowship. 


In our final service as we looked ahead to our 2017 
Conference at the Laurelville Church Center in 
Mount Pleasant, PA, we considered the challenge 
of Joshua (Joshua 24:15) “choose for yourselves 
today whom you will serve.” We saw that serving 
begins with a “choice.” We have to choose if we 
will serve the Lord or self. We saw the choice to 
serve was individual. We can’t make the choice 
for others and no one can make the choice for us. 


“THE GOD WHOM YOU SERVE” 
2017 CGBCI NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
JUNE 30-JULY 4, 2017 


WHERE: Laurelville Church Center, Mount Pleasant, 
PA 


CALL: Reservations: 330.683.3526 


COST: Room Rates vary from $62 to $225 per 


night depending on room/cottage 


Go to www.cgbci.org/2017-conference to see a video 
tour of Laurelville Church Center 


will look at the Lord whom we serve and ask the 
question: What difference does knowing the Lord 
make in how | live? 


We also saw that the choice needed to be made 
daily. We must decide each day if we will serve 
the Lord or self. Then we saw that to serve the 
Lord we needed to know Him. You cannot serve 
what you do not know. Throughout this year, we 


Plan now to join us next year and not miss out on 
great Bible teaching, missions updates, and 
wonderful fellowship. 


Practorium News 

From DeLane Miller-Pastor DeLane will be providing on-line tutoring for beginning or intermediate 
Greek and Hebrew students. Times and tuition (if for credit with the Schools of Theology) will be 
arranged based on student interest. This will begin the week of September 12 (students who would like 
to start a couple of weeks later may do so.) Contact Pastor DeLane at millerdelane02@gmail.com or by 
phone at 541.967.9357. 


Contemporary Christian Issues Course #1: This course covers communion, noncombatancy, and 
neogalationism. A large section of Christendom is totally missing 2/3rds of Christ’s love message to His 
church. It is akin to getting a valentine and not opening it, or a picture with 66% of it cropped away. 
Get armed with the beauty of your communion. It will grow your faith and give you a basis for the hope 
that is within you. Liberals are pushing for our 18 year old daughters to register at the post office for 
the draft. Where is this going to lead? Suddenly, our position on noncombatancy comes back on the 
radar. What does the Bible teach concerning military service for our men and women? Neogalationism 
in the form of the Hebrew root movement is cycling around again. Get ready for this group because it is 
coming to a city near you. Auditors are still being accepted. This seminar ($50.00 auditors) starts 
Tuesday, October 11th and ends on Friday, October 14th. Location is Lakeland Grace Brethren Church, 
Warsaw, IN. There are already 15 in the class. Come and join us. Call Dr. Simpson at 574.268.0458 for 
more details. 
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HOME MISSIONS MINISTRY UPDATE 


Still Waters Fellowship, Morrice, Ml 
Peter and Rachel Stergios 


Greetings from Still Waters Fellowship! Our ministry here has been continuing on as we have been 
studying the book of Nehemiah on Sunday mornings, and we have been witnessing the incredible way that 
the Spirit can use this account to inspire boldness and faithfulness as we pursue the will of God to build 
the local church here in Morrice. As a church, we have been focusing on the importance of being more 
intentional about sharing our faith, and it has been encouraging and rewarding to see the work that God is 
doing in (and through!) each one of us. Our first priority as a church is to spread the Good News of Jesus 
Christ, but this mission is not primarily an inward action as we draw unbelievers in, but rather is 
performed as an outreach to the lost beyond the confines of the church building. It is truly inspiring to see 
how each one at Still Waters Fellowship has been growing in faith and boldness in undertaking this mission 
of the Church. 

Now that Rachel and | are finally getting settled in our new home, we are excited about the 
opportunities of local ministry. We are in the process of planning several outreach events for this 
fall/winter season, and are eager to see the fruit that God will bring from our efforts. Prayers would be 

ery much appreciated for wisdom and inspiration as we think of ideas for outreach. 

We are also investigating an opportunity which has come to our attention for obtaining a church 
building in the near-by town of Perry (they are sister cities). The church closed down, so the building is 
currently not being used. | have tried to contact the previous pastor, and he said he would call with more 
information soon. The contact that | talked to about it was thrilled to hear of the interest of another 
church, and expressed the desire that the building would be used to glorify the Lord. | do not know how 
much they are asking, or if they would consider renting it to us yet, so | do not know how viable of an 
option it really is. However, we serve a great and powerful God, and my prayer is that it would be a 
permanent place of worship for Still Waters Fellowship. 

A major praise for us is that Rachel has found a job at a local daycare center. However, it does not 
seem as good of an opportunity as at the first impression due to the rules regarding discipline of children 

the company philosophy focuses on positive reinforcement and diverting attention of misbehaving 
children, and they do not even allow time-outs as a form of punishment). Because of this, it is much more 
stressful than we thought it would be. Please pray for another opportunity to present itself. However, we 
praise the Lord for providing even this opportunity even as we seek for a better job for Rachel. Please 
pray for me also, as | put in some applications for part time jobs, not just for the income, but also for the 
ministry opportunities that can arise through contact with coworkers on a regular basis. A continuing 
prayer request is for further financial support from our sister churches throughout the Fellowship. As the 
Lord has been moving in our hearts to bring the Gospel to this area, we pray that He would also move in 
our Fellowship to partner with us in this mission. We have seen the Lord’s faithfulness and provision so 
many times already as we have stepped out in faith, and we trust that He will continue to provide for us 
as we move forward. If you do feel led to contribute to the work being done here, please send funds to 
the Calvary Grace Brethren Church in Alto, Michigan, and designate it as “Still Waters Fellowship.” We are 
sincerely grateful for your support and generosity which allows us to continue with our vision to see a 
local Grace Brethren church become established in the Morrice area. 


For His Glory, 


Peter and Rachel Stergios 
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MACEDONIA 120 
Praise the Lord! Last year the Foreign Missions Panel encouraged the brethren to give an extra $10.00 a 
month toward the Foreign Missions budget. Throughout the year, we saw some give to missions on a 
regular basis for the first time. Others increased their yearly giving to missions by $120.00. We thank all 
who participated in this mission’s project. We praise the Lord that during this past year, Macedonia 120 
saw $21,128.32 given to support the CGBCI Missions Ministry. We encourage you to support this year’s 
Foreign Missions budget by participating in N-400. If 1000 CGBCI believers would give $400.00 during this 
year (that’s $34.00 a month) we would reach our $400,000 Foreign Missions budget for 2016-2017. 


From Stephen Burns, Foreign Missions Financial Secretary 


National Ladies’ Ministries-President Tonya Swenson is coming to the ladies with a special plea. At 
conference we asked for a church to prepare the program for 2017 National Conference. The churches 
that volunteered are unable to do it next year. Therefore, we need a church or group of ladies to 
volunteer to do the program for conference. Please contact Tonya Swenson if you would like to volunteer 
or if you have questions. Her number is 260.723.4806. 


NET 2016 TESTIMONIES 


Josh Miller - Orrville GBC 


It is always hard to narrow down NET memories to just a few highlights or even just one, but here | go at 
attempting to accomplish that task. There were two things that | would consider highlights this year. 
First of all, it was a wonderful joy to see how the returning team members had grown from last year. It 
was encouraging to watch them gain confidence in sharing their faith. But that isn’t what | would consider 
my favorite highlight. My favorite memory/highlight was prayer time. This year in Mt. Vernon, all of the 
single guys were staying at the same house. We had an empty room in the house and so we deemed it the 
prayer room/war room. It was a place where several of the guys could go and pray for awhile and others 
would come join them at any given time if they were able. We also prayed in the evenings together 
before heading off to bed. All twelve of us would circle up and pray together. | am continually learning 
more and more how important prayer truly is and it was an amazing blessing to pray often with my 
brothers in Christ while on NET. 


Bryanna Stergios - Mishawaka GBC 


It was a blessing and such a wonderful opportunity for me to be able to serve on NET again this summer. 
My most memorable experiences that | have were with all of the wonderful people that we met on our 
trip. We were able to visit a nursing home/rehab center and do a few living room programs in Mt. Vernon, 
Ohio. It was a time when we were there to encourage them, but hearing a few of their testimonies about 
when they put their faith in Jesus encouraged me! | love meeting brothers and sisters in Christ. 


While we were at the Berean Faith Fellowship we met a group of children that lived in houses close to the 
church. Quite a few of these kids had rough home lives. The first night that we met these kids was quite 
the experience! They had started throwing stink bombs at our cars. As the week went by, they warmed up 
to us. Every day that we had free time we would play games with the children. A few of these children 
even started coming to the Faith and Family Nights at the church. Some of the little girls even started 
wearing dresses to church after the first day. The girls really listened as we shared the Gospel. Even 
though they did not make a decision, a seed was planted. | pray that the seed will grow and they will 
realize their need for Christ in their lives. | was thankful for the opportunities that we had to share the 
Gospel with them and just to love on them. 
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NEWS FROM OUR MISSIONARIES 


From the Swensons- 

Thank you so much for praying for us as we 
have been traveling this summer! We left Vermont on 
June 17" and have enjoyed connecting with many of 
you along our journey which has taken us through NJ, 
PA, OH, IN, IL, IA, and back to IN, and then to Ml. 

Our family has been enjoying traveling (for the most 
part) and it has been really encouraging seeing God at 
work through His body in the different areas that 
we’ve been in. During our travels (as of August 18), 
we’ve shared in 18 different churches and with 4 
small groups from other churches along with spending 
time with many different people in between those 
times! It’s been a great blessing to share with so 
many how God is at work reaching those who are 
unreached. 

Currently, we’re at 72% of our monthly 
support goal! We’re praising the Lord for His 
provision for us to this point and look forward to 
seeing how He is going to provide the remaining 28%! 
Would you pray with us that we would be at 100% by 
the end of September? We’d love to have the last 
few months to focus on preparing for our move in 
January, home-schooling the kids, and spending time 
with friends and family. If you as a family or a church 
have made a decision to support our family in some 
way, would you please let us know so that we can 
keep track of our support level? 


Prayer Requests: 

Please pray for our family as we figure out 
who is homeschooling whom and get a good schedule 
together. We will need to be very efficient since half 
way through the school year we will also be learning 
the PNG trade language and taking PNG orientation 
classes. 

Pray for other families and friends preparing 
to move to PNG and other countries this year, as well 
as people entering the training centers this fall. 

WAYUMI! Pray that many would come to the 
missionary exposure weekend in PA with us on 
October 21-23 and that we would all be blessed by 
this missionary immersion experience. Would you 
consider coming? For details: 


www.swensontribe.wordpress.com/wayumi. 


Thanks for all your prayers and support! It is very 
encouraging to know that we have so many standing 
alongside us in ministry! How can we pray for you? 
Please feel free to email us or call/text. Paul and 
Ellen Swenson, swensontribe@gmail.com, Cell # 
802.642.3368. 


The Voice 


From the Noyes- 

Dear Saints, thank you so much for 
praying for us. We are 4 and half months from 
getting on a plane to fly to Papua New Guinea! 
In just a few days we are selling “the ark” (the 
RV we’ve lived and traveled in this year) to 
another missionary, packing almost all our 
belongings into our mini-van and moving back to 
Vermont for the final stretch before moving 
overseas. Praise the Lord 73% of the regular 
monthly support goal to do this work has been 
pledged. That is, people and churches have 
said that they want to be part of this ministry 
by giving a pledged amount of money ona 
regular basis while we are on the field and if 
you add up everything that has been 
committed, it equals 73% of the goal. This 
means we are still praying for and looking for 
about $2,200 a month of support to be pledged 
so we can be at full budget going onto the field. 
Our prayer request has been that we would be 
at 100% by the end of September. Would pray 
for the Lord to answer this prayer? If you feel 
the Lord may use you to answer this prayer 
through giving, let me know. We are looking 
forward to being in Vermont for the last 4 
months to reconnect with our home church and 
other partners. One of our requests has been 
for the Lord to allow us to rent an apartment of 
our own that is near family and that we can 
easily host people. Praise the Lord our Father 
has graciously answered that request, and we 
have a place that is more than sufficient. 
Thank you so much for praying! We love you 
and are looking forward to seeing you when we 
come back on our first furlough about 5 years 
from now. God bless, 

Craig Noyes 

Cell # 802.745.7509 
craigmnoyes@gmail.com 
www.newfields.workpress.com. 


From Stephen Adundo- Greetings from Grace 
Brethren Fellowship Kampala. It was such a 
blessing having our Celebration Sunday 
yesterday (8/28) after the evangelism 
outreach. 30 people got saved, and 8 were 
baptized. We also had a child dedication with 
Pastor Roger officiating the ceremony. 
Finally, we shared a meal together. Thanks 
for your continued prayers and support. 
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Other News from Our Fellowship 


Dr. John Whitcomb-Norma and | would appreciate the prayers of all our friends. We are trying to sell our 
house and move into a basement apartment graciously provided by our children, Don and Kim Whitcomb just 
six miles east. Packing all our things for this move has proven to be stressful. We are preparing a farewell 
message for our unsaved neighbors. Thank you! In Christ, the Whitcombs. 


Family of Pastor Robert Burns-On June 24, 2016, Pastor Robert Burns was ushered into the presence of the 
Lord. His passing was very peaceful and members of the family were able to join hands and pray as Pastor 
Bob quietly left this earth for heaven. It is with deep appreciation and love that we, the family, thank all the 
Pastors, their wives and many in the churches for their cards, calls, prayers, and financial gifts. Our hearts 
are overflowing with gratitude and thankfulness. May the Lord bless each of you for your kindness. 


We would like to mention the legacy left as members of Pastor Bob’s family. He was an imperfect man used 
by a Perfect God. He loved the people he shepherded and never forgot that he was also one of the sheep. He 
served the Lord faithfully and without thought of any praise or financial gain. For all these examples and 
more, we pray we all will strive to be diligent servants in the body of Christ. 


New Troy, MI GBC-Pastor Larry (Red) Williams-Pastor Red had one of the strangest incidents in his ministry 
Sunday night (9/4): “A young woman, Mindy, an accomplished trumpet player, was scheduled to play ‘Taps’ 
at sunset at one of our local beaches,” he said. During the evening service, Mindy said, “If you come to the 
beach, | will get baptized.” Pastor Red said, “You can count on it!” So sure enough, after finishing ‘Taps’, 
we went into Lake Michigan together as the setting sun set the sky aglow, and Mindy followed the Lord in 
triune baptism. This came after three years of sitting under Pastor Red’s ministry at New Troy. She texted 
Pastor Red, “Now I’ve been baptized like my Lord Jesus. Praise God.” 


In another note, Pastor Red announced his retirement, effective November 27°". 


Ozark, MI GBC-Word was received that Pastor Tom Stowe finally succumbed to the cancer that has ravaged 

his body for the past couple of years. Please be in prayer for his wife, Fran, and for the church as they seek 
God’s plan for their future. You may send notes to Fran Stowe, at 32694 W North Shore Drive, Eckerman, Ml 
49728. 


100° Birthday Celebration-Thelma Blanche (Ball) Funderburg just celebrated her 100°’ birthday. She was 
born September 5, 1916, in Ozark, Michigan to Allie and Lulaellen (Shipley) Ball and is the middle of seven 
children. She was married on her 19" birthday to Earl Funderburg. They were married 45 years before 
Earl’s death. They served as Pastor and wife at Alto, New Troy, and Ozark, Michigan Grace Brethren 
Churches as well as serving many years in Child Evangelism. They had four children: Wayne (Gay) of 
Quinnesec, MI, Mick (Nancy) of Gray, TN, Judy (Mike) Ostrander of Niles, MI and Dan (Beth) of Ozark, Ml. 
She has 13 grandchildren and 35 great grandchildren and 1 great, great grandson. They celebrated with 
about 150 friends at an Open house of cake and punch at the Niles Grace Brethren Church, 1928 E. 
Bertrand Rd. on Sept 4 from 2:30-4:30. 


“THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches International. News or mailing updates 
should be sent to Tara Bradley at stbradley84@comcast.net, or at 535 S Broadway, Peru, IN 46970 or by phone at 765.475.3316 by the 20° of 


the month. 


